
Closeness and 
Conquest

She wants to be close, He Desires to 
work and achieve



CLOSENESS -  She wants 
you to be close

Gen 2:24

Cleave 1 to adhere closely, stick, cling

2 to remain faithful

hebrew cling, hold, keep close

Spiritual and Emotional closeness



DEUT 24:5 - If a man has recently 
married he must not be sent to war or 
have any other duty laid on him.  For 
one year he is to be free to stay at 
home and bring happiness to the wife 
he has married

Why the First year?

set the tone



“Dwell” with her

find her heart

Face to Face time = Heart to Heart time

remember Starbuck’s

Closeness wants to 
Connect



1COR 11:11 - Nevertheless, in 
the Lord woman is not 

independent of man, nor is man 
independent of woman

Involvement Independence





She will feel close to you 
when you...

...hold her hand/hug her

...are with her alone so you can focus on 
each other and laugh together

...are aware of her as a person with a mind 
and opinions...let her know you enjoy 
discussing things with her and getting her 
insights

...are affectionate without sexual 
intentions



Conquest - his desire to 
work and achieve

Conquest - natural inborn desire of the man 
to go out and “conquer” the challenges of 
his world - work & Achieve

Adam’s first career assignment 

GEN 2:15 - The Lord God took the man and 
put him in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and take care of it



GEN 2:18 - ... I will make a helper 
suitable for him.

Hebrew “a help answering him” or “one 
who answers”

1COR 11:9 - neither was man created 
for woman, but woman for man



Women are often attracted to the 
wilder side of a man, but once having 
caught him they settle down to the 
task of domesticating him.

John Eldredge “Wild at Heart”



First question a man asks another 

Men don’t see work as an option

Two choices Work or Go to jail

What do you do?



PROV 12:4 - A wife of noble character 
is her husband’s crown

continue to be his “cheerleader”

Don’t make his work a competition 
with marriage and family



1.Some husbands like to be at work because it 
is the place he feels respected

2.Whining or Contempt won’t draw him home

3.Influence him directly

Workaholics



He will feel you appreciate his 
desire to work and achieve when...

... you express your faith in him related to 
his chosen field

... you listen to his work stories as closely 
as you expect him to listen to your accounts 
of what happens in the family

... you see yourself as his helpmate and 
counterpart and talk with him about this 
whenever possible

... you don’t dishonor or subtly criticize his 
work “in the field” to get him to show more 
love “in the family”



Openness and 
Hierarchy

Next Week:


